
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Immigration to America 
 
Unit Designers: Karin Dionne, April Lemmings, Maddy Cornish and Jacqlyn Young 
 
Level(s): 8th Grade 

 
Time Span: 2-3 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will learn the history of immigration in the United States.  They will form educated opinions 
about the benefits and problems of immigration, and the laws and policies regulating it. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
2007 Maine Learning Results – Social Studies 
 
E.1. - Students understand major eras, major 
enduring themes, and historic influences in the 
history of Maine, the United States, and various 
regions of the world. 
D.2.(b) - Describe the dynamic relationship 
between geographic features and various 
cultures, including the cultures of Maine Native 
Americans, various historical and recent 
immigrant groups in the United States, and other 
cultures in the world. 
C.2.(b) - Describe the economic aspects of 
diverse cultures, including Maine Native 
Americans, various historical and recent 
immigrant groups in the United States, and 
various cultures in the world. 
 
 
 

Common Core:  Literacy in Social Studies 
R2 Determine the central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 
R7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 
W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W6 Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas 
clearly and efficiently. 
W7 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow 
for multiple avenues of exploration. 

Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Locations of other continents and countries relative to the United States of America. 
 
 Skills:  
 Basic research skills 
 Reading & interpreting maps, charts, and graphs. 
 Interpreting Political Cartoons. 
 
 
\ 
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Enduring Understandings: 
The United States is a “nation of immigrants.” 
Immigration has always been, and continues to be, a controversial topic. 
Many different things affect the government’s immigration policies and laws, including industry and 
popular opinion.  
People’s decisions to stay in or leave a particular area are influenced by current political, economic, and 
cultural factors.   
Extreme cultural differences may affect a group’s ability to assimilate into a new culture.   
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why do people emigrate / immigrate?  (Examining common push-pull factors) 
What are the pros and cons of large-scale immigration? 
Should the government take an active role in immigration? 
What factors affect a group’s ability to assimilate? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will 
acquire as a result of this unit: 
Organizing Idea: Immigration Unit 
Knowledge 
Vocabulary: 
Immigration 
Emigration 
Laborer 
Labor unions 
Nativist 
Assimilation 
Discrimination 
Exclusion 
Industrialization 
Urbanization 
Tenement 
 
 
 
 

Ideas, People & Events: 
Push & pull factors – common reasons for 
migration 
Major immigrant groups, countries of origin, 
reasons for emigrating/immigrating, and 
settlement patterns for each: 
Chinese 
Irish 
Italians 
Germans   
Eastern Europeans 
French 
Africans / African-Americans 
Major contributions to American society for 
each group 
Cultural conflicts between immigrant groups & 
nativists 
Settlement Houses 
Ellis Island / Angel Island 
Emma Lazarus: “The New Colossus” 

 
 Skills 
 Students will have the ability to articulate and distinguish between the “promise of America” and  
  the realities of the Immigrant experience.   
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Quizzes   
Constructed Responses 
Class discussions 
Performance on End of Unit “Immigration to America” Assessment 
Written & Oral Interpretation of Political Cartoons  
Student-created Political Cartoons 
Mapping activities 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
The Story of Immigration (video from the library) 
Group discussions C2b (R2) 
Resources from literacy specialist (Factory Girl, Tenement, Ellis Island, Triangle Fire, Black Potatoes, 
etc.) (R2) 
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Readings (R2) 



PowerPoint projects 
Guided Imagery (W4) 
Structural Analysis  
Immigration PowerPoint 
Leveled Texts 
EdHelper worksheets corresponding to above topics E1  (R2) 
Immigration to America: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/immig/introduction.html 
Final Assessment: Push or Pull D2b, E1 (R7) (W6) (W7) 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Historical fiction novels to correspond to themes of unit 
Genealogical research for student’s family 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Videos listed above 
Internet research tools 
Informational websites (e.g., www.ellisisland.org) 
Powerpoint presentations 
On-line Newspaper articles 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Prentice Hall American Nation textbook 
Internet 
Videos & DVDs 
Primary source documents (e.g. selections from Witness to America by Stephen Ambrose) 
Supplementary informational readings 
Short stories, novel excerpts, poems 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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Push or Pull? 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/immig/introduction.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/immig/introduction.html
http://www.ellisisland.org/
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